
Greater Greater Washington Political Activity Policy (Updated March 2024)

Member of the
Elections
Committee* 

Staff and interns*
Paid or volunteer
writer covering
elections*

Paid or volunteer
writer covering
topics other than
elections*

Other volunteer* Board member*

Run for / serve on
an ANC, party
committee, or
small municipal
legislature [2]

Run for / hold
local legislative
or executive
office (except as
above)

Perform paid
work on a
campaign for
leg/exec office

Volunteer on a
campaign for
leg/exec office

Donate money to
a campaign

Make a public
endorsement

Can a →
Do this ↓

?

(This
column's
requirements
supercede all
others)

[*] Individuals who are candidates, related to candidates, participating as staff or volunteers in a campaign, or who have inside
knowledge about the campaign are prohibited from providing any non-public information about the campaign’s plans, projects,
activities or needs to those who are involved in creating, producing, or distributing GGWash’s endorsement materials.
All staff and volunteers are required to avoid taking any action that gives the appearance of Greater Greater Washington
supporting or opposing a candidate (unless and until the Elections Committee has endorsed for/against that candidate). All staff,
board members, and volunteers must avoid any actions which create a conflict of interest with political allegiances.
[1] The rules under Contributor also apply to anyone in another category who writes an article about a race or any candidate for
office.
[2] Small municipal legislatures are defined as legislatures for municipalities that are sub-entities of a county and are not
members of MWCOG. Close cases (such as smaller MWCOG members) can be decided by the Executive Director with input
from the Elections Committee.
[3] Candidates and current office holders of local legislative or executive office (except small municipal legislatures) may not be
on the contributor email list and must be marked as Guest Contributor, not Contributor
[4] For races the Elections Committee is considering, committee members must avoid taking any public position on a race until
after the endorsement is announced. For races the committee chooses not to consider, or which are not coming up in the current
year and the committee is not considering them in the current year, committee members may take positions.

No Yes No

Yes; no posts during
the campaign until
after the election;
cannot be a member
of contributor listserv
while a candidate [3]

Yes Yes

No No No

Yes; no posts during
the campaign until
after the election;
cannot be a member
of contributor Google
group while a
candidate [3]

Must disclose to
Executive Director
and avoid conflict of
interest in any actions
as volunteer [1]

No

No No No
Yes; no posts during
the campaign until
after the election [3]

Yes; must disclose to
Executive Director
and avoid conflict of
interest in any actions
as volunteer [1]

Yes; must disclose to
the board and cannot
be part of the
elections committee
[1]

Yes, but must recuse
themselves from that
race's endorsements
process, or wait until
endorsement is
announced to
volunteer. [4][5]

Yes; must disclose to
Executive Director
at/before start of
volunteering [1]

Yes; should not write
about that race,
candidate, or an
opponent, and must
disclose to Executive
Director

Yes; should not write
about that race,
candidate, or an
opponent, and must
disclose to Executive
Director

Yes; must disclose to
Executive Director
and avoid conflict of
interest in any actions
as volunteer [1]

Yes [1]

After endorsements in
that race have been
announced [4][5]

Yes [1] Yes, but must disclose
to Executive Director Yes Yes [1] Yes [1]

After endorsements in
that race have been
announced [4][5]

Yes; such an
endorsement should
state clearly that it is
being made in a
personal, not
professional, capacity.

Yes, but must disclose
to Executive Director Yes Yes

Yes, such an
endorsement should
state clearly that it is
being made in a
personal capacity
unrelated to one's role
on the board.



Greater Greater Washington Political Activity Policy (Updated March 2024)

Member of the
Elections
Committee* 

Staff and interns*
Paid or volunteer
writer covering
elections*

Paid or volunteer
writer covering
topics other than
elections*

Other volunteer* Board member*
Can a →
Do this ↓

?

(This
column's
requirements
supercede all
others)
[5] Members of the Elections Committee must disclose any prior relationships with candidates when being considered for
appointment. If chosen for the committee, that member must disclose this affiliation publicly, and if they want to continue the
relationship, must recuse themselves from any deliberations around the race. After an endorsement is announced, they are free
to speak to and support any candidate (whether or not GGWash endorsed that candidate).


